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 PHONETICS OF SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 

LING 598/LC 596  

Spring 2014 

 

Instructor: Olga Dmitrieva  

Email Address: odmitrie@purdue.edu 

Office: Beering B290 

Office Hours: Thu 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm 

Class Time:  TThu 12:00-1:15 pm 

Classroom: Heavilon Hall 206 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

- To acquire theoretical and experimental insight into the phonetic aspects of second language 

acquisition 

- To get acquainted with original research literature (journal articles) in the area of phonetics of 

second language acquisition 

- To learn how to critically analyze, summarize, and present professional research articles 

- To get acquainted with research methods and approaches applied in the professional literature  

in order to use these methods in one’s original research 

- To develop original research ideas in the area of phonetics of second language acquisition 

 

COURSE POLICIES 

Students with Disabilities: If you believe you have a disability, medical condition or other special 

circumstances that may affect your participation in this course please contact the Dean of Students 

Office (Schleman 207, 4-1747) so that suitable arrangements can be made. 

 

Attendance:  Students are expected to attend all class meetings.  If you must be absent you are still 

responsible for all of the material covered during that lecture. I recommend you make arrangements 

with your colleagues to borrow their notes and find out about the assignments if you miss class. You 

are expected to know and understand all material covered in the course, whether it is presented in class 

or assigned readings.  

 

Reading assignments:  All reading assignments for a given day should be completed before you come 

to class on that day.  Readings will follow the attached schedule unless stated otherwise in class. 

 

Research analysis and presentation assignments: Readings will be arranged into a number of 

themed sections and students will alternate in leading class discussions on individual sections. In 

addition to the assigned readings, student responsible for a particular section is requited to find two 

additional readings appropriate for the section’s theme (if you need help with literature search, let me 

know). These readings are to be sent to me at least a week in advance in order for them to be made 

available for all the students in class. All the students are to complete all the readings (i.e. the fact that 
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you are presenting a particular section does not mean that you are the only student to read the articles in 

this section). 

 

Research project and final paper:  There are two options for the main research requirement of the 

course: a student may choose to design (and, time allowing, complete) an individual research project 

and submit the write-up of the project as the final paper. A section of your Ph.D./ M.A. thesis, provided 

the topic is relevant, is eligible as a research project requirement for the class. A second alternative: 

students may choose to participate in a group project. In this case, participating students in the class 

jointly develop a research idea, design, and (time allowing) implement a research project. In this case, a 

final write-up of the project can be produced jointly as well. We will discuss in the beginning of the 

class which option is more suitable for current class participants.  

 

Exceptional circumstances:  Exceptional circumstances include religious obligations, serious personal 

illness or injury, sudden hospitalization or death of an immediate family member, and illness requiring 

home-stay of a dependent.  If the absence can be anticipated (e.g. religious obligation), you must notify 

me at least one week prior to the date of absence. Unanticipated absences may be excused only within 

1 week following the date of the absence and upon presentation of verifiable written documentation.  If 

you have questions about this policy, please ask.  You may also refer to the website 

http://www.purdue.edu/studentregulations/regulations_procedures/classes.html 

 

Grading: Course grade will be based on the performance in the literature-based research presentation 

(including literature search) and the quality of the final research project/paper. Final grades will be 

weighted as follows: Research literature presentations: 40%, final project/paper: 60%. 

 

Group work: Group work is encouraged in this course. You are welcome to discuss the assigned 

readings and your interpretations of the research presented in the readings, you are welcome also to 

discuss your final projects, although, needless to say, if you are working on the individual project the 

final write-up must be your own.  

 

Student Academic Misconduct: Do not present the work of others as your own.  Please review 

carefully the brochure “Academic Integrity: A Guide for Students” available at the Dean of Students 

Office (Schleman 207) or online at: http://www.purdue.edu/odos/osrr/academicintegritybrochure.php

  

Student Rights and Complaints: The official policies of the University concerning student rights and 

complaints, honesty and academic misconduct can be found in the Academic Procedure Manual, and in 

University Regulations, available from the Office of the Dean of Students or at: 

http://www.purdue.edu/studentregulations/student_conduct/studentrights.html 

 

Any concerns about grades given on a particular assignment must be put in writing and given to the 

course instructor along with a copy (or the original) of the graded assignment.  Your written statement 

should include a description of why you believe the grade to be incorrect, and what you believe the 

grade should be.  The course instructor is the final arbiter on all such decisions.  The only exception to 

this rule is obvious errors in arithmetic, which may be brought to the instructor’s attention directly. 

 

http://www.purdue.edu/studentregulations/regulations_procedures/classes.html
http://www.purdue.edu/odos/osrr/academicintegritybrochure.php
http://www.purdue.edu/odos/osrr/academicintegritybrochure.php
http://www.purdue.edu/odos/osrr/academicintegritybrochure.php
http://www.purdue.edu/odos/osrr/academicintegritybrochure.php
http://www.purdue.edu/odos/osrr/academicintegritybrochure.php
http://www.purdue.edu/studentregulations/student_conduct/studentrights.html
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Campus Emergency: In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines and 

grading percentages are subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised semester calendar or 

other circumstances. Here are ways to get information about changes in this course: Blackboard web 

page and my email address: odmitrie@purdue.edu. 

 

Tentative course timetable (subject to change!) 

 

WEEK  DATE   TOPIC     READING 

Week 1 Jan 14   Introductions    --- 

   No class on Jan 16 

   

PART I: OVERVIEW  

Week 2 Jan 21, 23  Overview    Flege (2003) 

         Munro & Bohn (2007) 

PART II: ACOUSTICS  

Week 3 Jan 28, 30  Production of L2 sounds: transfer  Major (1987)  

and the role of phonetic similarity Flege (1987) 

          Zampini (1994) 

Eckman, et al. (2003) 

 

Week 4 Feb 4, 6  Intermediate categories in   MacKay, et al. (2001) 

L2 production    Flege, et al. (2003) 

           Wang & Behne (2007) 

 

Week 5 Feb 11, 13  Acoustics of code-switching  Bullock & Toribio (2009) 

          Antoniou, et al. (2011) 

          Olson (2012) 

          Olson (2013) 

    

Week 6 Feb 18, 20  L2 effects on L1   Pavlenko (2000) 

          Lord (2008) 

          Chang (2013)  

          Dmitrieva, et al. (2010)

    

Week 7 Feb 25, 27  Foreigner-directed speech  Uther, et al. (2007)  

          Scarborough, et al. (2007) 

          Sankowska, et al. (2011) 

 

PART III: PERCEPTION         

Week 8 March 4, 6  Perception of L2   Bohn (2000) 

Strange and Shafer (2008) 

     The role of L2 experience  Bohn & Flege (1990) 

          Flege, et al. (1997) 

      

   

mailto:odmitrie@purdue.edu
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Week 9 March 11, 13  Perceptual category boundaries Williams (1977) 

     in L2 learners     Flege & Eefting (1987) 

Garcia-Sierra (2009) 

Antoniou, et al. (2012) 

 

Week 10 March 18, 20  NO CLASS – Spring break 

 

Week 11 March 25, 27  Secondary cues in L2 perception Bohn (1995) 

Kondaurova&Francis 

(2008) 

Escudero, et al. (2009) 

Llanos, et al. (2013)  

   

Week 12  April 1, 3  Perception of accented speech Perrachione et al., (2011) 

    Non-native – non-native perception Bialystok, (2011) 

    Benefits of L2 exposure  Baese-Berk et al., (2013) 

 

 

Week 13 Apr 8, 10  Clear speech and noise  Bradlow&Bent (2002)

           Smiljanic&Bradlow(2011) 

          Garcia&Cooke (2006) 

          Garcia, et al. (2010) 

    

PART IV: THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PERCEPTION AND PRODUCTION IN L2 

ACQUISITION      

Week 14 Apr 15, 17  Production and Perception  Bradlow, et al. (1997) 

     Effect of training   Sheldon&Strange (1982) 

          Ingvalson&Holt (2011) 

          

Week 15 Apr 22, 24  Final project presentations   

           

Week 16 Apr 29, May 1  Final project presentations 

   

Week 17 Finals week  Final project is due May 8 by 5pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READING LIST: 
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